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Abstract 
This paper reviews some strategies for revitalising reading culture at the 

secondary school for sustainable development in Nigeria. Reading as a 

productive skill is considered the bedrock of academic achievement and 

national development. It is an integral part of any learning situation as well as 

promoting new innovations and new ideas for sustainable development. The 

paper discusses the concept of reading culture, the state of reading at the 

secondary school and strategies for revitalising of reading culture. It also 

highlights the benefits of reading culture on the lives of students and the 

relevance of reading culture for sustainable development in Nigeria.  

Keywords: Revitalising, reading culture, sustainable development, Secondary 

School, Nigeria.  

 

Introduction 
Reading is a very important skill relevant for receptivepurposes. Ability 

to read transforms one into a literate person in the society. It is also considered 

as the cornerstone of learning in all levels of education. Igwe (2011) asserts that 

the ability toread is a critical factor in improving students’ ability to learn at all 
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stages of schooling and is an essential skill for accessing opportunities beyond 

school. It also equips learners to read and understand other school subjects. 

Thus, reading has a lot of positive impact in the life of students, especially at 

the secondary school level. For students to acquire knowledge, they need to 

constantly read different written materials. According to Chiegonu, Idoko and 

Onoh (2020), reading can be explained as a learned practice of seeking 

knowledge, information or entertainment through written words and such 

practice can be acquired by reading books, journals,, magazines and electronic 

information resources.  

 It is very unfortunate that the level of reading culture among secondary 

school students has drastically fallen. Ayanbimpe(2012) laments that reading 

culture in Nigeria has totally collapsed, arguing that most young Nigerians 

neither study their books nor read other information materials. This has affected 

their English language proficiency since they cannot speak or write good 

English, Poor reading culture is one of the most critical threat to the 

development of education in Nigeria (Anyrira and Udem, 2020). One critical 

factors affecting reading habit among students is theadvent of social media. A 

study by Ahmed (2019) reported that social media distract students from 

reading their books in the sense that they always use most of their time chatting 

or listening to music or watching videos. (This has affected most of the students 

at the secondary school level because they have little or no time to form the 

habit of reading different materials in school and even outside the school.  

Reading Culture  

Reading culture refers to habitual and regular reading of books and 

other written materials. The process is one of the fundamental building blocks 

of learning among students. According to Gbadammosi (2007) reading culture 

evolves when an individual habitually and regularly read books and other 

information materials that are not necessarily required for him to advance in his 

profession or career. Thus, reading culture is an attitude that should be 

developed gradually in order to foster love for reading and habit of reading 

among students. Nssien (2008) opines that reading culture is the process of 

building up positive reading attitude among students and children over a period 

of time. Therefore, to develop the culture of reading, students must form the 

habit of reading for a certain period of time. In line with that, Chettri and Rout 

(2013) suggest that reading should take place at any point in life pleasurably 

and regularly in such a way that it becomes part of an individual life activity. 

To build a good reading culture, students must form the habit of reading 

daily. According to Wema (2018), Reading culture is encouraged by reading 

habits of an individual whereby the later occur as a daily activity. As such, 
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students should not stop reading at any level throughout their entire life if they 

want to progress in their academic life. It will equally help them master the 

reading skills that could help them excel academically. Raphael (2016) suggest 

that promoting a reading culture among students in Nigeria is therefore one of 

the key tasks in the curriculum reform, whose aims is to strengthen the learning 

capabilities of students. It is a habit that must be encouraged. Reading therefore 

becomes a habit when a student has developed in him/her that zeal for making 

reading a continuous process and lifelong activity (Chiegonu, Idoko and Onoh, 

2020). However, students at the secondary school level should devote time to 

read regularly or making it a continuous habit for their future development.  

The State of Reading and Academic Performance of Secondary School 

Students 

The attitude of secondary school students in Nigeria has been a great 

concern in the education sector. Indeed, it has been giving anxiety and concern 

not only to the educators, but also to academic scholars and educational 

commentators in the country (Oyewole, 2017). It is generally accepted that 

most students at the secondary level and even at the post secondary schools do 

not read, very few read for pleasure, and some read when examinations are 

approaching. However, when examinations are over, they abandoned anything 

to do with reading. In line with that, Otagburuagu and Nnamani (2014) note 

that in literature course, instead of students reading full length novels, most 

students look for abridged versions of standard work to read intensively to pass 

their examination. This has been the attitude of most students at the secondary 

school level because they don’t even have the interest in reading at all. Due to 

this attitude, Otache (2020 p.31) laments that:  

Some students have even resorted to quoting 

(cramming) in order to pass examinations and then, 

to make matters worse some teachers want their 

students to write verbatim in examination. This 

approach to reading does not help one or a society 

to develop a strong reading culture. It means that 

one does not need to read if there are no 

examinations to be written. The implication is such 

students will pass the examinations, even very 

well, but the knowledge is not there. Ask such 

students questions about the same examinations 

that they had passed. You will be surprised that 

they will not be able to give you the correct 

answers.  

Revitalising Reading Culture at….. 
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 The above assertion indicates that there is no doubt that reading culture 

amongstudents have fallen drastically. This is one of the reasons why many 

students at the secondary school level are not performing well. Most of their 

attention is diverted to social media and modern communication technology.  

 Social media technology has captured the attention of so many students 

at the secondary school to the extent that they devote little or no time to reading 

their books. Their time and habits of reading have been distracted by viewing 

films and chatting on social media. Sitoloye and Bodunde(2018) observe that 

the culture of reading in Nigeria is associated with preparation for examination, 

and that the advent of affordable and easy access to home video, comic 

materials and other entertainment contents made possible by new media 

technologies may be responsible for students’ low reading interest in non- 

school books. Similarly Nkordeh, Oni, Olowonomi and Bo-Manuel (2017) also 

opine that the social media have negatively affected the reading culture of 

Nigerians and their advent and popularity has led to a decline in the reading 

interest of youths generally in the country. According Kaduralere (2016), many 

Nigerian youths waste useful hours checking the profiles of thousands of actual 

and potential friends on the social media, assessing and admiring photographs 

of people they may never meet and reading countless updates on trivial issues, 

rumours and celebrity gossip; consequently, many of them have become 

knowledgeable in issues of trivial impact but ignorant in issues that actually 

hold great importance. A possible implication of this trend is that most students 

at the secondary school and higher institution of learning have turned to passive 

learners because they have not develop the skills and habits of reading. It is also 

sad and worrisome to note that Nigeria has been rated by theworld culture 

index as one of the countries in the world with the lowest reading culture 

(Anyrira and Udem, 2020). This situation requires urgent attention by the 

government and stakeholders in education in order to address the issue.  

Revitalising the Culture of Reading  

There is no doubt that poor reading culture has impacted negatively on 

the country’s educational system. Therefore, there is a need to revitalise the 

culture and habit of reading in our schools. In an effort to revive the culture of 

reading in Nigeria, the past administration of President Goodluck Jonathan 

established “Bring back the Book” initiative which was formally launched on 

20
th

 of December 2010 (Igwe and Uzuegbu 2013).The objectives of the 

initiative was to revitalise the reading culture, with knowledge serving as a tool 

for development but there was no any tangible achievement.  

 One other effort by the Federal Government of Nigeria to revive reading 

literacy in Nigeria is “Readership promotion campaign”. This programme was 
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launched by the National Library of Nigeria. It was an annual national event 

posted by the National Library of Nigeria across the thirty six states of the 

federation to instill reading culture for national development. Some of the 

activities of this programme include carrying out sensitisation by provision of 

reading materials.Despite all these efforts, it is sad to note that reading culture 

in Nigeria is still declining.  

 In order to revitalise reading culture properly, different strategies could 

be used at the school level. Students at the secondary schools need to be 

exposed to different activities in reading in order to motivate them to form the 

habit of reading. Onuoha, Unegbu, and Umahi (2013)  highlight the following 

strategies for promoting the reading habits of students, such as book exhibition, 

book talk, story talk hour, creative activities or creative writing, book clubs, 

drama and mobile reading tents. These activities will expose students to 

different practices of reading and reading materials that could likely broaden 

their imagination and engage them in the practice of regular reading.  

 Other strategies that could be used to motivate students to improve their 

reading culture are the school library, class library, reading clubs and extensive 

reading programmes.  

1. The School library:  

A library is an integral part of the educational development of 

secondary school students. Educational goals are achieved successfully 

through standard libraries in our schools. They provide access to reading 

materials that could develop the reading habits of students. Wema (2018) 

notes that despite the challenges, academic libraries still play a central role 

in promoting reading culture among students for they require and maintain 

reading resources that students use for academic and leisure purposes. Thus, 

school libraries provide a very conducive environment that encourages 

students to engage in meaningful reading, learning and research activities. 

Adjidahun (2011) as cited in Chiegonu, Idoko and Onah (2020) emphasises 

that any country which wants its people to be informed, articulate, efficient, 

productive and current, must give priority attention to the development of 

its libraries. It is therefore necessary for the government to build functional 

libraries in each secondary school. The libraries should be equipped with 

books that are up to date. This will motivate students to visitthe library to 

read. The school should also include library periods in their time table to 

enable students visit the library to develop their habit of reading.  

2. Setting a Classroom Library 
A class library is a resource and location for independent reading. It is a 

resource that supports students’ independent reading of self selected books that 

Revitalising Reading Culture at….. 
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meet their personal recreational reading interests. Students can experience a 

variety of book genres and other reading materials in a smaller and more 

controlled environment than in the school library. Dagani (2015) as cited in 

Chiegonu, Idoko and Onah (2020) opine that the provision of classroom 

libraries to the students will expose them to a wide range of books, magazines 

and other print materials in variety of genres and at various levels of difficulty. 

Students can borrow these materials and read them anytime. Materials for 

classroom library can be contributed or donated by personal individuals in the 

society or the students themselves. Teachers can also donate books to maintain 

the library. Through that, students can be motivated to read regularly. It is 

believed that students can only achieve potentials in life if they have developed 

interest in the use of their school or class library.  

3. Organising Reading Clubs: 
Organising a reading club is another strategy that can motivate students 

to form a habit of reading regularly and also to help them become independent 

readers. Students can be members of the club either at the junior or senior 

secondary school level. The aim is to encourage students toread and share 

information. Most of the activities involved in a reading club include reading, 

summarising, analysing and evaluating of story books, novels and other reading 

materials. Books for this type of programme can be donated by old boys 

association of the schools through their patrons or school administrators. This 

will help a lot to bring back reading culture at the secondary school level. 

Patrons of these clubs can organize reading competitions and awards could be 

given to the best readers of the year.  

4. Establishing an Extensive Reading Programme 

An extensive reading programme requires students to read a wide 

variety of text materials from different fields. This type of reading is a 

pleasurable activity for students. The objective of the programme is to get 

students reading in order to improve their reading skills. Schmitt (2000) opines 

that extensive reading is intended to develop good reading habits, to build up 

knowledge of vocabulary and structure and to encourage a liking for reading. 

This is possible because students are allowed to choose what they want to read 

based on their interest. If students find a booktoo difficult or they don’t enjoy it, 

they can change it for another one. The role of the teacher inthis programme is 

to guide the students. Teachers could keep a reading diary for each 

student.They could also ask students about the books they are reading 

informally and also encourage presentation of book reviews. This will help to 

monitor the progress of the students in the reading programme.  

The Benefits of Reading Culture to the Students  
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Reading culture is characterised by the habit of reading intensively and 

extensively by the students which also has a positive impact in the lives of 

students. It forms the key to continuous success in school as well as personal 

enrichment of the students. It is the basic building block for learning and 

students’ academic progression. Guthrie (2008) argues that students who read 

widely and frequently are higher achievers than students who read rarely and 

narrowly. Thus, ability to read widely and frequency is absolutely critical to the 

students’success in life. Kaur and Jawal (2018) as cited in Chiegonu, Idoko and 

Onoh (2020, P.195) list the following benefits of reading culture to an 

individual. Such as:  

i. Reading is an active mental process – unlike TV: books make one to use 

his brain. By reading, one thinks more and becomes smarter. 

ii. It is a fundamental skill builder – Every good course on the planet has a 

matching book to go with it.  

iii. Improves vocabulary –while reading books, especially challenging 

ones, it exposes one to many new words that wouldn’t be otherwise.  

iv. Gives a glimpse into other cultures and places- Books can expand one’s 

horizons by letting him see what other cities and countries have to offer 

before visiting them. It requires a person to focus on what he is reading 

for long periods.  

v. Builds self esteem – It helps an individual to become better informed 

and more of an expert on the topic read; this expertise translates into 

higher self esteem.  

vi. Improves memory- Reading although not a game, helps stretch memory 

muscles in a similar way. Reading requires details, facts and figures.  

vii. Improves discipline – To add book reading to a person’s daily schedule 

and sticking to it, improves discipline.  

 

Reading Culture for Sustainable Development  

Reading generally is critical for sustainable development. It is the 

bedrock of national transformation and development. The ability to read is an 

act capable of transforming life and society and no society or nation can dream 

of meaningful development if its citizens cannot read (Chukwudum, Gayus, 

Hassan and Dala, 2017). According Igwe (2011), reading is a tool for 

sustainable development as it is capable of manifesting changes in a people’s 

life style through attainment of better education and employment which 

together bring better incomes. Thus, promoting reading culture at the secondary 

school level could help sharpen intellectual development and academic 

excellence of students by making them become productive in order to 
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contribute meaningfully to the society for sustainable development. Fabunmi 

and Folarunso (2010) emphasise that without a healthy reading culture, students 

will lack substantial information that could be utilised for national 

development. Similarly, Olashinde, Akanode Alaiyemola and Babatunde 

(2015) identify reading culture as one of the valuable assets which boost human 

generative power of thinking for new innovations and development of personal 

talents and natural endowments. This indicates that healthy reading culture has 

a great role to play in social, economic and technological development of any 

country in terms of any sustainable development.  

 

Conclusion  

A good reading culture is a habit that students should form. It is a habit 

that can be manifested through constant or regular reading of books and other 

reading materials. It is considered as the bedrock of national transformation and 

development. Without it a society or a nation cannot attain any meaningful 

development. Therefore there is need to revitalise it at the secondary school 

level in order to transform the lives of students to become more productive in 

the society for a better political, economic and technological development.  
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